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Michael was born in September 1958 in South East London and and has lived and worked 
across the whole of the South of England. He now lives in Hampshire.

Initially following a fine art path, with several exhibitions under his belt, Michael became 
increasingly involved in teaching. He worked his way up through to two Headship roles 
and eventually to senior inspector and assistant director of education for a Local Education 
Authority. As you may imagine, this took up most of his creative time and energy.
But now retired from education, he focuses his creative energies once more on making art.

Michael received both the art and the academic awards during his final degree year and 
continued painting with works exhibited and sold to private collections throughout the 
1980’s and 1990’s. For example, he was part of a group exhibition at the Blackheath 
Gallery, London in 1984 as well as the Air Gallery and several Greenwich open shows 
during the late 1980’s and through the 1990’s.

Michael has suffered from anxiety for most of his life and recently suffered a bout of 
depression, from which he is still emerging. This somewhat ironically triggered a renewed 
desire to create art and share his ideas with others. His current work is about this journey 
of recovery and exploring ideas of ‘self’.

“One characteristic Michael’s work is that he concedes 
nothing and the viewer must work hard to make most of the 

connections.”



Michael’s process, although digital, requires a lot of technique, skill and aesthetic 
consideration. Works are built up over time in a multi-layered, composite way often from a 
dozen or more source images. Like our thoughts the resultant images are partly obscured, 
intriguing and fleeting, but producing a detailed mosaic that constitutes our reality which is 
entirely constructed from these thoughts and feelings. For example, as the series 
progresses, there are pictures within pictures, recursions of his earlier work and similar 
symbols rearranged. He sees this as a bit like our beliefs and convictions, running in layers 
over each other, not always invited, seldom controlled, never time bound... Although each 
work stands alone, they also benefit from being seen as a series, in order to more deeply 
appreciate this sense of development, progress and emergence.

His work expresses a sense of despair that we do not know who we really are or if we 
even exist outside of our thoughts and feelings; and yet a sense of hope is ever present, 
that with greater awareness peace is available, but needs searching for and working at.

“Michael’s images are so powerful...a little dark, a bit disturbing,
very thought provoking, full of creative energy.”

Changes over Michael’s career have been from painting hyper-realistic images, through 
minimalist photography to the current digital composites. A common theme has been the 
search for reality and a ‘self’ in and across time. The first thing people notice is the unusual 
nature of the images, often slightly shocking or disturbing. The layers encourage you to 
take a closer look and to explore beyond the surface. A multitude of metaphors emerge, 
connect and recur. Time is handled as if it were a great simultaneity where everything in a 
person's history happens all at once, revealing the complexity of our sentient experience.

Artistic influences include Duchamp for subtle shock, irreverence and humour. The 
conceptual artists, especially Victor Burgin, for their rigour and cleanliness of thought and 
expression. Vermeer for his intimacy, lighting and recursion of symbols and artefacts.
Influences outside of art include Buddhist psychology and spirituality and psychology in 
general. XXXXX for the realisation that the expression of the deeply personal can also 
‘depict’ the universal.

Since rebooting his work in earnest, the digital composites have been well received online. 
For example, winning the ‘World Art Photography’ artistic award in May 2019 with “Take 
Off - Room To Wait III”.

“This is the most serious and penetrating artwork I've ever been associated with. 
It was invaluable in delineating my visual and intellectual limits.”

Plans for the future work... more hope, metaphors change from escaping to accepting and 
encompassing.

Michael can be contact in the following ways:
Email: mm270958@icloud.com
Phone: 07850385851
A partial catalogue of recent work can be viewed online at:
http://www.beyondfolio.com/meant2b
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